MARLBOROUGH AND WILLIAM
mated first that he would not be Regent, governing in the name
and against the will of a dethroned sovereign with whom he
would certainly be at war. " He had not/' he said, " come
over to establish a Commonwealth or be a Duke of Venice." 1
Rather than that he would return to Holland. Mary's rights
were espoused by Danby, who had been disappointed that
William had not landed in Yorkshire, and that his own share
in the event had not been larger. He proposed that Mary
should be Queen. William disposed of this idea by putting it
about that he would not be " his wife's gentleman-usher."
Through Bentinck, his Dutch confidant, he bid high for the
sole kingship, with his wife but a consort. Burnet was stag-
gered by this ingratitude to Mary. The idea of supplanting
her in her lawful and prior rights caused widespread anger.
William's appetite found its only prominent supporter in
Halifax. It was, in fact, the first shock to his popularity in
England.
Churchill steered a middle course, at once independent and
judicious, through these controversies. Like most of the
Tories, he could not vote directly for the dethronement of
James; but neither would he actively support the Tory
proposal for a regency to which William objected so strongly.
He stayed away from the critical division on January 29, and a
regency was voted down by fifty-one to forty-nine. He voted
later that James had " deserted" the throne and had not
" abdicated " ; but when the Lords gave way to the Commons
and agreed that the Prince and Princess of Orange should be
joint sovereigns, he supported their decision. Sarah, under
her husband's advice, persuaded Anne to surrender in favour
of William her right to succeed to the throne on Mary's death.
Thus William gained without dispute the crown for life.
This was a service of the first order, and probably counted in
William's mind even above the desertion at Salisbury which
had prevented a battle. From the very beginning, however,
and even on this subject, the King showed a definite coolness
towards the Churchills. On Halifax suggesting to him that
Lord Churchill " might perhaps prevail with the Princess of
1 Foxcroft, Halifax, ii, 203.
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